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(By Joseph 1 Sogers. | 

( Spartacus, long in the pay of the church as an 
of progress, sets the "light" and is saved.) 

v "Ye call me chief, ami ye do wll, 

To call bin ehief who, twelve long yean 
In the blood} shanihles of a hell 

Has steel'd his heart, and dried his tears 
Bo eries of war would sohs of love repel." 

"The smitten friend whose pleading look 
Was lit to wave my bloody band 

Fran off the soul that, slow, fortook 

Its day to find ohlivion in the land, 
Was Roman prey; and slaves! his life 1 look." 



"The shades of men who felt my itrokfl 
Do till my nights with fear and grief; 

1 hear adieus the heroes spoke, 
And weaklings hegging for relief, 

Hefoi-e my IWOfd aflfOM their -uard had hroke." 

"\o more f6f me the fearful strife, 
That makes of earth a tiger's lair; 
Til draw no triumphs from the knife 

Hut start to heal, and eease to tear 
The vitals of the Suffering human life." 
Salt Lake City, Ttah. 
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The Atheist s Reason and; the Christian s Faith 



Strong Articie in Reply to Harold Bolce's Last Effort Which Was 
Denied Publication by the Cosmopolitan Magazine. 

I Bj Clarence C. Gates, i 
Liki tli colore of the M>lar epeetrum, the belieYe'oTtn? Iiuman 
mind differ bx indistinguishable dsgrcee throughout tin* oetave 
1 1 1 mental conception. It i> just ii impoeeible to mark off. ■ defi- 
nite dividing line be tween two contiguous beliefs, si it is hope- 
less i" sharply distinguish between two colon of the spectrum. 
Our wi!l i- not the factor <»i our belief; but it is the resultant 
of our physical-mental eonstitntbu, h redity, knowledge, snd 
environment . 

Will i- the center of these factors of our mental life, ss 
the center of gravity is the resultant of i system of ereighti or 
weight. Belief has its counterpart In physical weight. The 
snaL ay nay b< further continued. .Inst as the center of gravity 
max known without knowledge of the corresponding weight, 
so may the will manifest itself, without personal knowledge of 
our belief. Mm in i panic, set si does the wet r of Niagara, 
si it flowi over the fall, with center of gravity in nnstabie squili- 
brum; so is the will of the penie-etrieken man. The water lowi 
placidly end turhulently. Ilea bravely or cowardly face danger, 
si the weight of all the factors in their life prompt then to 
act. The Niagara water In the penstock beeomes niafaL Bo <l«> 
men beeome*jM> ful through the resulting Inelligenee of proper 

l»liv>i<^il-ini<Jfcns^tit nt ion. hnrdit y, knoxvledur, si ml environ- 
ment.. 'I lic^^"^^fnrt«.i> that «li-t <-r»niin« tin- unalterable posi- 
tion of our will. 

Tlirough our egotism, we create mysteries Prom these simple 
facta But, whg should wet Why should wr denj a Cast, proven 
by every sensible art <.t our lives, when it euts the grain of 
our eager desire f By so doing, do we not eonfess our sriiish 

st ilj)l<llt y ! To drelnie, that xxe act and brlirv ■ as WC pleaftf in 

this, i- t'» make manifest, a serious defleieney in note than mm 
factor of "in livea We set as our will arts; i. e., we art ss 
we nust. Tin- will originates nothing; it is not free. It is ever 
tiir sera nark of free choice. But, tree choice is positive] free 
will is negative it does nut exist. Free will end free choice 

an* as rold and heat; tin* Ant being tin- chsCIMM of the other, 

and having no neaning, per sc. 

Fatalism denies both, free will and free choice; denial a 
bet, 'tic. ehoiec); and a action (free will). Rationaliem statics 
the Action, snd sfflrme tin- fart. Rationalism is an sn lightened 
■olflihnsss, sating to our beat interest, individual and concrete. 

Belief is an sbeolute necessity; it is Impossible for m i" 
govern it. Ii determinei our set ions, and is the aoight-faetor 

Of onr \\iM.gj\Yrinay not know the PCSjkt of a physiral object ; 
xxr in ax Kii.BBW?Tiii-jrd b> soinr standard. Wr max not know 

the nneonacioui belief, by which act ; far better, that wr do, 
gauged by tin- beat materia] standard we p o s se s s . That raises se 
above the brutes. 

In Harold Boleo'i srticle, "Rallying Bound the Croae, M in 
Beptemher Cosmopolitan, In* presenti the views of nan, who 
believe, with authority si their itandard of mental values. Thin 
authority is tin- Biblical word, and to question its authenticity 
is to sunmon Doubt. 

The r/ar of Ku>sia may regard hlmaolf as tin- father to his 

people. In the Esther 'i egotism, will he not 'deem bimeolf 
wiser than nil children f Dors be not resist their advise, restrict 
their anions, and perform arts disallowed to thorn t All for the 



child 'i (< good. M Wee there ever an an more plausible .' 

Howcx. r, "theory and practice" have distinct m ea nin gs, Dors 
not the neaning of the one preclude something in the neaning of 

the other? Theory is like the winding, rugged path in the 

wilderness; "theory and practice" is the sain.- path, improved 

into a trim, smooth thoroughfare. HOW many of ns art by 

theory, alone f By "theory and practice f" The moralist die- 
coven ins "golden rale:" "Therefore all thingi ehatsoever ys 

would that turn should do U) VOU, do yr rvrn ;o to thnn." 

With a mathematician a aeeuraey, be formulates his calculus of 

morals, and finds Jo his dismay, rules -nothing bttt nilrs! In 

other words, anything more than the simple "golden rale" 
"involves calculation! 91 Tin* moralist's theory i^ correct, but 
hi- practice ah, his practice! 

The animals of tin* wilderness nadc the first path. With a 
rail 's intelligence, it nay br followed. The arts ami reactions 
of the human kind produced the first morality. Arc wr better 
or worse than the animals.' Air wr as Intelligent 1 

God .' Who i> (iod ! 

In Mr. Bolce's srticle, arc these sentences! "Tin' colleges say 
i hat Qod is not gratified by praise; that In* is not moved by 

adulation," to which the churches reply: 

"Oh, for a thousand tongues to sin*; 

My Qrcel Redeemer praise. 

Do the rolle^es knoxv . ; lias "(iod" spoken? Do wr flatter, 

to (in at or to encourage f "Doth," replies a man, modestly 
hiding bis fare from the gleam of Diogenes' lantern. Again: 
"To knee] and adore is the noblest nocture of the soul," in which 
i- oiprcossd the opinion of Rev, Augustus Coit. Bueh an act 
makes humility manif >t. Humility is a minor smotion of the 
recipient of an usdeaerved degradation. A slave I Why should 
mankind place itself in slavery, when its every sffort has been 
toward freedom 1 The posture of adoration i* the "divine 
right " of a king of his subject Is "God" h->> democratic than 

man 

Theology denies the eoeonality of man's "spirit," ami 
"God's:" hot, <*un theologj analyse cither "spirit" with the 
seme seeuracy, required by the chemist, working on his sle- 
nentef It' not, is it not rain presumption to "teach plainly 
that 'God 1 i> ■omehini more than gravity t" As to the taunt. 

that man has no DOWC1 OVCr the PWadOS, In tin- answer br. 

"Knowest thou Godf" Does doubt enter your In-art/ Do yon 
doubt your "tiod." the rales of arithmetic, tin- thaorems of alge- 
bra, 1 1- the propositione of reoenetry .' 

-lint the Christian still looks with the eyes of faith to the 
spiritual city that hath foundations, whose builder ami maker is 
God." To which, trite anawer max br made: "(iod made the 
country, man nadc the city." b it not strange, that wr have 

not BCCfl the OIll.V eity (iod has mndr Can wr dislodge (lie 

doubt of i i > existence! Is not belief a necessity, and nec es si ty 

the mother of reason.' Can xxr believe, whether Of 00, when 
doubt itrongly and Strangely infringes upon belief? 

What is faith/ Is it not br'irf upon trust? The Chinese wall 

mini to us, to br a wonderful thing. Ifoet of us have never 
seen it. or followed its length. Nevertheless, wc believe it to 
saint, Dors doubt snter our mindf Wr have tin- physieal oppor- 
tunity of quieting or conilrming tin* doubt. Baa tin* christian 
the same physieal opportunity, to quiet or confirm his doubt 
of "(iod." ami raperhuman ssistencef Will he as readily as 
tbs intelligent saplorer, submit to intelligent doubt of bis ssaer 

lions/ Wr know, do we not, that u xvonderful fart may be 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



i 



doubted, and a wonderful fiction believed T We know, do we 
not, that belief is not evidence? Why should we wilfully con- 
fess ourselves to be more stupid than a gull? 

Secular faith becomes valid from its dependence upon the 
physical opportunity of confirmation. Christians, themselves, 
readily admit that there is no physical opportunity of confirming 
their statenu nts. Hence, it is self-evident, that secular and 
spiritual faiths are as widely divergent as the ]>oles of the earth. 

"Th y who have entered into communion with the Father 
have had revealed to them glimpses of that home not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens" — for which the proof must be 
''spiritual," and not secular and physical. But, "spiritual" 
phenomena, per se, is debatable. The atheist denies their pos- 
sibility. In this, he has an enormous advantage, for his proofs 
are purely secular and physical. He uses the secular memory 
and reason, which guides our every-day life, acquires OUT knowl- 
edge, and marks the dim line between sani'y and insanity. Shall 
we desert such a reason, the essential rationalism of our lives, in 
the final crisis and judgment of argument and common-sense 
understanding? 

The atheist is well satisfied with his ■Iglimeilts, which will 
not be given here, for an exposition of atheism, per se, is not 
the purpose of this article. The Christian, admittedly, can not 
meet the atheist in argument, upon a purely secular basis of 
reason. The Christian atlirms the existence of a personal, 
"spiritual (iod." Aside from the bigotry of the middle-age sup- 
pression ol freedom of thought and discussion, the Christian is 
uelpless to convince the atheist, with the only instrument httOWH 
to the latter: Secular, every-day, common-sense reason; that is. 
pure rationalism. In respect to knowledge of a god, the atheist 
is naturally and unalterably blind. He must be convinced, if con- 
vinced at all, by the senses he possesses. Presumably, the Chris- 
tian is more fortunate, for he claims to see "spiritually "—beside 
which, with secular reason, the omy mental sense of the Atheist. 

It is not only uncharitable, but vastly, insanely contemptible, 
to speak of the blind as fools. But, this is just what the writer 
of Psalms xiv, 1, and liii, 1, did, admitting for the moment, his 
"spiritual insight." Webster gives a specific meaning to the 
word, fool? Is the Biblical writer and the modern Christian |i 
charitable? 

"Philosophy, the preachers say, may exalt man and his little 
hour. It may darken counsel by word without knowledge, " is 
true, in a certain sense; but why should the Christian dsplOfl 
the fact that 1 1 philosophy nev er has proclaimed, but always has 
waged war on, religions." Philosophy li "the love of learning." 
The equivalents of learning are the words, wisdom and truth, 
mentioned in the Bible dozens of times. The absence of these 
words would be deplored by the Christian, from the Bible, Why 
should the Christian give double meanings to these words, by 
excluding philosophy of physical phenomena, solely because it 
does not lead to preconceived "spiritual" conclusions/ "And 
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."-- - 
John viii, 32. What the "golden rule" is to ethics, is this 
Biblical paragraph of thirteen words to knowledge* The desire 
to know the truth, or more generally, to know, is philosophy, 
and is an inbred characteristic of all life. Ignorance is bondage; 
truth is freedom. PVsothought il as nee. ssary for OUT minds, 
as pure air is essential for our lungs. Can any Christian ration- 
ally convince himself that "there never was a philosophy that 
gave a promise/" It would be just as rational to withhold our 
breathing, as to deny the mind's natural craving for the Free- 
thought. The word, promise, as used in the quotation. SUl a 
general sense, but where is the Christian who will not |i?S 
it a definite siynilicaiM-e •' 

"The colleges repudiate the doctrine that man is ransomed by 
the blood of Christ," but the Christians hold firmly to the dogma, 
nevertheless. In that, they are consistent, for it is evident that 
such a teaching is fundamental to Christianity. But, they are 



not consistent, in denonaeing Jndns ts a traitor. Bj the innvlaf 

rOSSon ef the atheist. .Judas, to the Christian, should be coequal 
with .Jesus, as the Savior of the world, if mviof there was. 
The render 'l Sttention is again recalled to the title of this article, 
for an illustration of an nssentinl different* DM been given. 

The irordi of Rev, a. K. Keigwin illustrate the same distinc- 
tions "'fhe existence of Qod is not a thought for the ronton 

The caliber of man's niiml is too small \*> ohtoiu an adequate 

ooneeption of God." Also: "Redemption without blood, in bread 
without gluten." To til ■ nthsistj the religion <>( blasts eon Id sink 

no lower than this sdmitted position of Christianity. No wonder 
can be expressed at the bloody contlicts of denominational 
Christianity in the past, and the hitter contention! "I lOetf "I 
h day, once we know the Bftsie p< lition of the follow is of desiis, 
so-called the Christ. Whatever the frollegi Mew of the Bibb* 

may lie, the pinion of the peasant Christian (i. <•., b liei in the 
BiblienJ word from "hirer to liver") i- theonlj consistent bnsii 
of Christianity. 

"The churches reply that the icholsri oi the world will ulti- 
mately know thnl there is lull ons Volume in lie- library of (iod. 
and that, while all things slss are \anity ami the gpodHnom 
thereof as the fading and withering llower and gmM of the 
lield, the word of th- Lord shall Maud forever." Were not 
Mr. Bolce reporting the opinion and position of the most ortho- 
dox portion "t the Christian church, we would be Jnstiied in 
itnting thai what he ex pr e iesd in the words .just quoted) tu 

In-lillying. To the atheist, it DHUSt appear odd and amusing, 
sine , lo him, it rellects a highflying attitude of the church. That 
there is "but OAS volume in the library of Qod/ 1 i> odd. when 
thousands of bookl are required to contain the useful inforniat ion 
and knowledge of the world. That the "volume shall stand 
forever." is Sinning to the atheist, when lie considers the nature 
of some of its part- and pnSSSgSS, which eannot be sent through 
the mails on a postal card. Which fact should be an <.tfei.se to 
the ( hnstian. with credit to him. 

"The churches insist that the record in Holy Writ of Qod'l 
handwriting that spelled doom for sinful Babylon cannot be 
eliminated by irreverent hands." Hut, the atheist asks for an- 
swers to these questions: Can a city have Intelligent personality 

Is it more reasonable to punish an individual tor his sin, so- 
called, or punish an impersonal city for the individual's sin.' 
Again, does the atheist V secular reason coulliet with the Chris- 
tion'l ^spiritual faith," npoh Biblical authority. 

"And yet. 'it is as true today as it ever was in the history 
Of the race, that the ptople who will not obe\ Qod ihall be cut 
otf from being a nation.' " The Jews might be nieut ioned, but 
they did not obey Cod, perhaps.' After all, that part of the 
•uhjeet is "i.o deep" for the "spiritually blind" atheist; and, 
since what i^ here written is Sipositivs of the atheist's reason, 
\ersu> the Christian *% faith, the statement will not be denied. 
However, this is a truce in neutral territory. ;uid not a sur- 
render. 

"The DDOSt orthodox of the eleruy claim that the eolhges 
harbor * spiritual , degenerates ' men with diliSQld philosophic 
minds teaching unwitting youth the way that lends, if they caiv 
to follow, t « » the tields of sin." It is manifest that philosophy is 
not < 1 i — * ISOdj tUMe that is a "love of learning." IJather, would 
a denial of philosophy demonstrate the diseased mind. Nor. 
would any conclusion or knowledge due to philosophy be diseased ; 
for that would be the legitimate province of learning. "Sin." 
as defined, has a questionable I xisteiice; but. MSUming ii to appl\ 
strictly t * » the negative of BthieSj or human duty, philosophy 
cannot possibly lead to it. since the "low of learning" and all 
its tields of exploration are legitimate and rational, beyond any 
sane doubt. Hence, the use of the Words, "spiritual degenerates." 

h\ -the most orthodon of the stogy," ami defined b> Mr. Boles, 

as "lien with diseased philosophic minds." i> an evident absurd- 
ity. Philosophy cannot be diseased, even though it he knowledge 
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the most dangerous to mankind. .lust as there is M obscenity, 
per se. in a n \ wore 1 or object, not placed there by I dilMtd 
mind— so tliere is not a fact in all the universe, that shouhl not 
be known, and that could not be put to an ill use. The mind of 
tin* philosopher is not so fortunately granted immunity from a 
itiltaillfl condition. M is the philosophy of I'niveisal Facts. 

"Students go from Christian altars to classes of philosophy. 
'Ihf abandonment of restraint either leads tiiem into tields of 
folly irhOM "lily end is ruin. or. in pathetic search tor truth. 



they reach IMM hands of doubt and say in their perplexity, 
•They have iaken away my Lord, and I know not where they 
have laid him.' " The Christion conception of love has for its 
factors, sympathy, merciful authority and restraint. The philo- 
sophic love of burning is as fully intense in its sympathy (the 
essential of love), as is the Christian's adoration. Hut, the 
authority and rot rami are always the unmerciful factors of 
learning:, plared upon the lover of it. 

(To be continued.) 



Another Criticism of Dr. Hausman 



Taking the Origin and Development of Life 
From Viewpoint of Henry George 
Further Discussion is 
Offered. 



(By Dennis Leahy.) 
Any book that servo to excite thought, 
is a good book; and Dr. Hausman 's book 
is certainly calculated to do that. It is 
evidently designed to rival that greatest of 
all economic works, "Progress and Pov- 
erty." If it makes anything like tin stir 
that Henry George's book has made, the 
Doctor is in a fair way to win a crown of 
immortality, and enshrine himself in the 
minds ami hearts of millions of his fellow 

Henry George has been dead t«»r some 
time. But he was never so much alive 
as he is today. England is ringing the 
( liaises on his name, while the paramount 
question of the day is the taxation of the 
ril»| of the land and the exemption of 
other forms of property, especially real es- 
tate improvements. The liberal party of 
England has Hung a new banner to the 
breeze, and it bears the soul-inspiring in- 
scription: "The landowner must use his 
land oi- pay tor holding it idle." 

It is inconceivable to me how any sane 
person can brUtff himself to believe that 
More peop..- arc born if .to i I.e woild than 
can Hud subsistence, and thai lit iisands 
must petiih II a natural eonse.j i n< e. and 
that only *h':?e can hope to sunve win. 
ax- peculiarly titled ti» survive and that 
fitted means mechanically lit. morality 
th.!-. not figure in the case, should ever 
think of offering a remedy for social or 
industrial ills. If that stupid doctrine i- 
true, the only sensible thing for the indi- 
vidual to do is, "Get there Kli and let 
the devil take the himlermost . " Because 
under those conditions there must be a 
hindermost, and the devil must gel him. 

The theory bfll BO foundation oil her in 
the facts or laws of nature. There is abso- 
lutely no limit to man's power to provide 
subsistence for himself. He can draw u)nui 
the earth, air, and water for what he wants, 



and he can reproduce and multiply every- 
thing he eats and a- cars to nihility. We are 
constantly working ourselves into a state 
Of excitement because of over-production. 
It is the one thing we dread and try to 
prevent, notwithstanding only a fraction of 
the people are engaged in producing food 
and clothing. We might disband the armies 
and navies were we not afraid that over- 
production would be the result. 

Destitution .should not, and would not 
exist in any city no matter how large it 
might grow if the natural laws had free 
play and were not hampered by artilicial 
laws. Th< notion that cities outgrow the 
ability of the country to supply raw ma- 
in leli is downright childish. And when we 
remember thai tin; function of the city is 
to convert raw material into finished ma- 
terial and distribute the goods, the truth of 

thai apportion ought to be plain to a 

wooden Indian. Ike growth of a town is 
analogous to the growth of a sun in a Held 
of nebulae. And no matter how large a 
sun maj grow it is still surrounded by 
nebulae. 

The theory that organic life originated at 
a point usually designated by the Darwin- 
ian a.- a single cell, from which life moves 
out along divergent lines, is a mere guess, 
a pure eOOjeeture, and it Indf no warrant 
whatever in either the facts or laws of 
nature. 

To say that all tonus of organic life 
have their origin in an egg, is one way ol 

stating the case. To say that all organic 

life originated in one .single cell and 

radiated from that pointj is a different 

proposition altogether. 

There ll jltel about ai much diversity ol 
opinion unionist Darwinians in regard to 
the oriirin and development of life as there 
is amongst any other Ifhool of thinkers. 
But to casual observers all Darwinians look 
alike. Here is what Huxley says: "Look- 
ing back through the prodigious vista of 
the past 1 find no record of tin* commence- 
ment of life and therefore I am devoid of 
any means of forming a definite conclusion 
as to the conditions of its appearance." 



(Ji.oh.gy is a badly broken record of the 
life Of the crust of the earth. It is most 

dUetreeeinfflv mutilated by immenee up- 
heavals and great subsidence. The layer 
that on-lit to be on top is at the bottom 
end the In.ttom layer is on top. There are 
gattf between the layers that can not be 
filled in. There is no true standard by 
which to measure the age of the crust and 
succession is determined by the fossils and 
bv existing species. We are told that the 
internal heat of the earth at 10,000 feet 
will boil water. What must the condition 
be at l.*M>,000— the supposed depth of 
stratified rockf And what must have been 
the condition of the surface of the earth 
one honored millions of years ago? How 
is anvone to know how life originated Of 
when it originated? 

As with geology so with paleontology.. 
It is also a badly broken record full of 
gapa It yields BO warrant whatever for 
llausman's theory of the origin of life. 
The first great gap occurs between inverte- 
brate and vertebrate life. The earliest 
known vertebrate being a highly organized 
tish. We have the beginning and the end 
but the middle is missing; and so it goes 
all the way up the line. It is always the 
tranaitorial form that is missing. The Dar- 
winian tries to convey the impression that 
only one link is missing. As a matter of 
fate the missing links are too numerous to 
mention. The following facts are estab- 
lished by geology and paleontology. At 
one time the earth was swarming with an 
infinite profusion of crustaceans of infinite 
variety. At another time the waters 
swarmed with fish of infinite profusion and 
variety. 

At another time an infinite variety of 
reptiles swarmed over the earth then came 
mammals. Then the primates. This is the 
aire of primates ami we have still got fish 
reptiles, mammals in profuse variety. But 
no tranaitorial forms. The transitional 
business stopped just about the time it 
commenced. There is absolutely no evi- 
dence to show that life originated as a 
single cell and moved out along divergent 
lines. The evidence proves that life began 
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with an infinite profusion an<l infinite 
variety of forms. 

During what is known as the carboni- 
ferous age the earth was covered with 
primaeval forests. There can he BO ques- 
tion about the iuliuite variety and pro- 
fusion of esgl table forms of that aye. And 
there ean b I BO question but what contrac- 
tion has seriously affected tn>t li variety and 
profusion, which is altogether contrary to 
the Darwinian theory of the Origin of life. 

I have no desire whatever to under-value 
the service of the Darwinian Off to ignore a 
single fact adduced, hut, conjecture is not 
fact. The evidence shows an ever increas- 
ing complexity of form but it also shows 
that the complexity is at the expense of 
quantity, which is entirely foreign to the 
Darwinian theory of the origin and devel- 
opment of life. While it serves to utterly 
destroy the Malthusian theory, it is in 
strict conformity with the fact that propa- 
gation falls as the form rises, and rises M 
• the form falls. 

All the primitive forms of life are still 
in existence. They have reproduced them- 



>el\es for countless generat ions without in 
any way being affect ed by either her ditary 
transmission, natural selection, or the sur- 
vival of the fittest. And this is all the 
more remarkable when we rememb r that 
the higher form draw subsistence from the 
lower forms even to the extent of consum- 
ing them for food. 

In spite of heredity and tin- survival of 
the fittest, everything reaches, i limit of ex- 
pansion and then yields to cunt ract ion. 
Everything rises and falls, ebbs and flows, 
progresses and ret rogrades. 

Life is one huge pyramid with boundh ^ 
space and limitless matter for its basis. 
Its sides are made up of arrested species 
and forms that have reached the limit of 
their development. Man is at its apex 
with tho Anglo-Saxon at the very top. 
while the sides at the top are formed of 
arrested and extinct races and civilization. 
Shall we retain this exalted position, or, in 
due course yield it to a fitter race? Nature 
determines who is the fittest to crown her 
work. And the victor must be morally fit. 



A Common Sense View of the Bible 



Strange It Is that a God Would Authorize 
a Production and Furnish U ; with 
Brains to Reason and Lead 
Us to Unbelief. 

(By .1. C. Watkins.) 

The hook called the Bible, which is in 
reality, a collection of books or Writings, 
has come down to us from the past. 

The part of the book known as the Old 
Test anient was written at various times 
and by different persons prior to the be- 
ginning of the present era, and in a lan- 
guage which is now not spoken or used to 
moth extent. 

The several l»ooks of the New Testa 
incut were written Off produced for the 
most part during the early centuries of the 
present era, and in what is long since a 
dead language. Our English version of (he 
Bible is therefore a translation from the 
language or languages in which these 
scriptures were formerly written. We take 
for granted that the translation is approx- 
imately correct, though, of 000190, not ah 
solutely so. We are fold by theologians 
that this bible as we have it is the word 
of god- a revelation, inspired and infalli- 
ble, and that it is the only authoritive rule 
of faith and practice. Many of us cannot 
believe this, though we regard the bible 
as a useful book, if not regarded with a 
superstitious reverence, as it is by many 
very good people. 

In the first place, a revelation from god 



as Thomas Paine contended, would have to 
be made directly to each individual, or if 
WOnld not be a revelation to those who 
received it at second-hand. We do not 
know certainly that there is any personal 
god Of supreme being, but nearly every 
person believes in a greet Eternal Intelli- 
gent. Beneficent Energy, or Force in the 
I'niverse and in Nature, which is contin- 
ually revealing itself to human conscious- 
ness. But even if there is a personal god 
in the sense most people understand that 
word, it is scarcely probable that he would 
only reveal himself and his will it- a writ- 
ten Work like the bible. If god wrote or 
authorized the bible, he also made our 
brains and endowed us with the thinking 
power or faculty. Why then, do not the>e 
two creations of god always agree? Why 
must WO believe contrary to all our senses 
often in order to believe some things stat- 
ed in scripture? 

Regarded as a purely human creation, 
production Off work, the bible is natural 
and understandable. It is only when Wt 
regard it as a supernatural production that 
it becomes incomprehensible and irreeon- 
eiliable with what we know to he true. 

Examining tins book in the light of 
reason, and gotting our minds as far as 
possib'e from prejudice ami bia , we find 
that the bible is a collection of books Off 
writings by various authors at different 
times and under various circuinsf ances. 
Apparently, (he Old Testament scriptures 
is a collection of Hebrew literature, em- 



braaing history, tradition*, sHegories, fa- 
bles, laws. religion, philosophy, poetry, 
public addresses ami so-ca'led propln -cies 
(really priestly oracles). Much of the 
history in the bible is doubtless true, bur 
often there if such an i lit crminglimr of 
true history and tradition that it is not 
easy Off possible always to distinguish be- 
tween them, except that Wl may reason- 
ably conclude that the record of miracu- 
lous and nnreoaonablo occurrences in cor- 
porated with historical facts are not trim. 

But the bib'e is valuable and may be 
lead and Mudied with interest ami benefit. 

In the first place, it is a very old book, 
and much of the revert nee with which it 
is regarded i> owing t" tins fact. It shows 
us what people in the long a^i t bought 
and believed *boUl many thing*, as for in- 
stance, the origin of the universe, the ori- 
gin of man. their idea of god, life and 
many other questions We see what kinds 
of government and laws those people had; 
what they were mentally morally ami so- 
cially. Wo Irani w hat pffcgnM t In y 
made in art, science and literature; what 
their manners and customs were. and 
many things that it is both interesting and 
useful for those now Being to know. 

It is remarkable, of course, that th M 
Writing! have survived and come down to 
us. hut there are other Writing! in the 

world which art as old, if not even older 
than the Hebrew ■eriptures, ami their pres- 
ervation is equally remarkable. So far as 
I am able to judge, there is nothing in the 
Scriptures but what could have been 
written by intelligent, educated human 
being* Most that we know alxuit the 
sciences we have not learned from the bible, 

but by human thought, re s e a rch, investiga- 
tion and painstaking observation. And it 
is to science. and not to the bible, 
that we nasi still look for the solution of 
the great problem of human life and 
destiny. 

Kanawha Falls. Md. 

Heartily Favors the Plan. 

LOUISVILLE, KV. In raapoMt to the 

call in the Blade of Aug. 1.*). that Free- 

tbinken write the Blade and express their 
opinions regarding a National Organisa- 
tion of Freethinkers, I will give mine on 

the <|ue>tions submitted: 1. I favor a 
national organisation of Freethinkers, and 

will do all that if jM.ssib'e for me to help 
make it a success. '_\ If 1 am financially 
able. :t. Cincinnati,! think would l>e the 
most suitable place; the date is immater 
ial to me. 4. Yes. if I tind that the decla- 
ration of principles are in accordance with 
my views. Hoping that you may receive 
enough favorable replies to warrant calling 
a meeting, I remain. ffOUffl fraternall v. 
OSCAR B. JANICKF 
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Judge Ladd Gets His, Too 



Socialist Criticizes His Recent 
Review of Historical and 



(By J. A. Robertson.) 

I would reepo!tfuily ask you Cor epaee 
in tin- Blade for i brief eonunenl on en 
article by Judfi Parian H. Ladd published 

by ymi in thi issue ol the I0tfa instant 

ander the caption of "Historical and 
Declaratory hWaHam," Kb which the 

writer attempt U) show the origin tad 

pteeoni teaehinf! ol that otgo niiitton I 
will state ii too outset th.it. being bu1 a 
i;iv Eoembor of too Socialist party, it is 

with more or km i rcpidat ion ! MUM to 

ehoilonft the lUtomonii node by one 
irhoot titloj "Judge," K^at, 

but T am not satisfied to have erroneous 

statement! put off npon the public as true 
when their falsity is patent thai even 

OtM who doOl lmt lay claim to be Other than 

an ordinary reader and reaoonor 

can see it. But I do claim 
to know a little about scientific Social- 
ism i«. Iti origin and por p oooe, and must 

say that of all attempts T ha\" ever heard 

to aspoee the teaeJiingi of BoeiaWamj in 

iUppori of capitalism attd compel it ion the 
Judge 9 ! article takes the cake. 

He tells us that at least two attempts 

bare been made to artablieh Socialist so- 
cieties and both were entire failurea, Tf he 
bad — - * i ■ i tbal leorei of attempt! had been 

made to establish Utopian SoeiaHaBl result- 
ing in failure! lie would bav! been nearer 
right Bdi greal bea v onol Doesn't he 

know the difference between 1'tnpian 
Socialism or communism and modern scien- 
tific Socialism? Tf be UOOBO*! then permit 
me to w igf o o l that he read as a primary 
initiative to a more exhaustive treatioe, 
"Common Sense of Socialism." by John 
Shargo, or Vail's " Scientific Socialism," 
and after he lias a^-miilated these books, 
he might continue tin- investigation of the 

lubjeei by reading "Moral! of Socialism" 

by ('has. II. Kerr; also "After Capitalism 
What?" by W. T. Hrowrr, "Introdnetion 
to Socialism." by X. A. Kichardson. Then 

if he deairei etrongof meat, I would mggeel 

he read Marx's Capital and Socialism — A 

\ew World Movement, by [Jnterman. 

There are hundreds of otBOT book- and 
traetl that can almost be had for the ask- 

Lna of the \vii>hirc Hook Co., Now Fork 
[f Judge Ladd Ii really deairoiii of eham- 

pioning the cause of capitalism .md at tin- 
same time to aipeee the fallacies (?) of 
Socialism or co-operation let him first of 



all know hi-> premioei b\ becoming: ac- 
quainted with the primary prineiplei of the 
subject he attempt! t«» diaeuaa. It is noth- 
ing less than ridiculous for him to state as 
a fact that Socialism is in any way related 
to communism or anarchy. Xo Socialist 
writer advocates the confiscation of the 
property of the rich to distribute among 
the poor. Diamianng the Preneh Commune 

as in no way connected with modern Social- 
ism I desire his attention to the error of 
his statement, that because the workingmen 
would be the olficials of the nation under 
Socialism that therefore anarchy would 
reign supreme. A general smash-up of all 
the industries as well as the state. Why? 
Who runs our industries today.' Are they 
now run by the owners of the machinery of 
industry or by the workers? Would work- 

ingmen be leai eapebta of running a train 
of cars If under their management and 

ownership than under private ownership? 
[f §o, why? No. Judge, your idea that the 
workingmen must have masters to serve is 
but the repetition of what the ruling class 
bai said since the ,,:, . v ^ of barbarism— a 
relic of the darkest of the Dark Ago* 
PWaM come down along the pathway of 
the upward struggle of humanity for free- 
dom from prist and king and learn who it 
has alvvavs beOO that bore the brunt of 
battle. 

For the tret time in the historv of the 
world the workers of ihe world are uniting, 
not to rob and pillage, but for the estah 
Ushnicnt of a just and equitable industrial 
syst rn in which be who labors -produces 

lomethinfl oaefnl for his fellow men 

shall be tin- OWttOT of itteh product, and 
shall nol be competed, as under private 
OWnerahip or capitalism, to fivi three-fifths 
id" sech pn ducts to a master in the shape 
of pn fits. 

Again, I t me nrg! you. Judge, to get 
li-jht. in your discussion of modern Social- 
ism by Informing yooreelf in i<< principles. 

Ff private ownership is to be preferred to 
the social ownership and control, then thou- 
sands would be -lad to have it shown and 

proven to them. 

Judge Ladd, T suppose, will admit that 

whatever ear social con diti on i*. it i* the 

fruitage of private ownership. Tf all is 
sub rosa then there is nothing to do but 
point to the svstem and say "there it is 
a thin«_ r of beauty and a joy forever." 

You intimate, though von do not directly 
say it, that 00 600 0! all capitalistic govern- 
ment! have declared in favor of private 
ownership of tin' means of production that 
therefore it is one of nature's laws, and 



right. Antiquity of ideas does nol make 
I hem true or right. 

The time was when it was not popular 
nor even safe for one to say the earth is a 
sphere, when the priests, and everybody as 
to that matter, said "It's tlat, you can MO 
it with your own eyes." "Yea," said tin' 
slaves, "It's tlat- we can see for our- 
selves. 

The divine right of priests and kings was 
just as "natural" as the "natural right" 
of private ownership of the capitalist. The 
curse of private ownership is that it takes 
the substance of life of the workers and 
give! it to the non-producer. Our coal- 
fields, our mines, the entire earth and what 
it holds for the race is taken over by a 
handful of men who say: "All this is mine 

we are the masters." And Judge Ladd 
iaj s " Allien." 

Anniston. Ala. 

RELIGIOUS THOUGHT. 



(By The Chaplain.) 

You've heard the story preaches tell 

About a virgin's child, 
Whose father was a holy ghost — 

A "MMe reading" wild- 
Ami even J ooopa doubted 

Till he had a ghostly dream; 
I'll tell you private what 1 think: 
The story's awful mean. 

You've heard them tell about his wounds, 

When stretched upon the cross- 
About his saving sinners' souls if 

The? would let him Ix.ss; 
You've heard about those heavenly streets, 

With pavements laid with gold, 
And seen the contribution box 

That takes it in to hold. 

You've heard about their phantom god 

Upon a "great white throne," 
Thai 's reached through gates of pearl ajar 

By Christian souls alone — 
Hy Christians here who never think 

Of Nat ure 's wonder life, 
Resistless when she trembles, yawns, 

Retention in the strife. 

You've heard these things, and cast aside, 
Yet Christians pray and pray, 

Through crucifixion of the mind 
hi plastic childhood's day. 

You know all fables preachers tell, 
And know them all as lies, — 

(Jet in and light with dynamite, 

Or though! 
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Still Favor the New Organization 



Additional Correspondence Showing How 
American Freethinkers Approve of 
Organizing as Blade Suggests. 

In our iH'.xt previous issue we uave | 
number of letters from Preet liinkei s in 
which there were shown a un;mini<»ii> e\ 
pmfioi in favor of tin* proposed new nr- 
irani/ation. While the hulk of those writ- 
ing are indifferent as to time ami plaee of 
the PCO p Ofd meeting, three liave voted i 1 1 
favor of Cincinnati, live in favor of St. 
Louis, two in favor of Cleveland. The only 

data luggeeted are October :i and 17, LOOO. 

The majority will he unable to attend the 
meeting, both from distance, financial con- 
ditions and others from |gf and bodily in- 
firmity. As an incentive for others to write 
their views oil this important subject, the 
following additional letters are now given: 

1 

For Organization with big 44 0." 

ST. LOUIS. — I have long been intended 
in that proposition of yours to form an 
Association of Freethinkers, but have BOg 
lectcd writing just because of urgent duties 
Bum home. 

Query L — Yet, I do favor Organisation, 

w.tli a bis 0. 

Query 2.— Will attend national meeting 

if at all possible. 

Query 3.— Place? Of course, 1 would 
prefer St. Louis, but \ think Cincinnati 
most appropriate place. The Ohio river 
seems to throw up a lot of iufid.ds in that 

region. 

Query 4.— Date? An> time. The earlier 
the baiter. 

Query ft. I eertainty will become a mem- 
ber if it is a Free thought Association. 

I favor a \ery broad association ; one thai 
can become as st pong as are the Free 

Maeona I would iQggeel i loerot organiai 

(ion with degreea. It should have a social 
■ide and should deal in morals ami religion 

not much polities Freethinker! of tin- 
World (or Freethinker! of America later 
to become Freethinker! of the World) 

Would not bfl ■ bed name. The ti nil covers 
a multitude of Idea! and enuld take in a 

large membership. 

I. for one. know that the parties at the 
head of the Blade have no selfish interest 
in this mat 1 1 r, and I do not favor making 

the Blade i party organ. 

T will not join any oruani/atn n terming 
itself a church, ok with the word church 
appearing in its title. 

If meeting should be held in this ■\:\, 
I am sure our Cerman friends here will 
allow us the free use of their hall; how- 



ever, I suppose we could obtain a free ball 
in most any large city. 

Yours verv trulv, 

(MTSS) ELIZABETH WILEY, 



Will Join and Help. 

I'ERRTS, CALI F. — In your late issue 
\ou want an expression from Freethinkers 
in reference to organization. I certainly 
would like to see an DTgi li/ation, with I 
!trong central point and branches in all 
the large cities of the state-. I am too 
oM and also afflicted to be *f active us 5 I 
am in my 83rd year and Mllicted with 
asthma. I will join an organization and 
eontribuate one dollar monthly, at lea*t, 
and otherwise render what little service I 
ean to the • r sc. Yours tru'y, 

C. S. GOV?.. 



Organization the Soul of Success. 

WASHINGTON, D. C.-The Blade has 

rome to m<. since the meigemenl with it of 

Heald's Higher Science, of which I had 
Vn«r been a delighted reader and whose 
astronomical theory T so much approved 
that T almost became a e.mvert to the 
Heald id' a of the "Procession of Planed." 
barring only a few iwc'nts which were in 

ezplieable to me. and which I bare not here 
rime nor snaco to point out. During the 
life-time of Mr. IfoOTC T exchanged papers 
with him (J was tin n engaged in Hie pub- 
'ieation of a radical reform io> rnal in this 
eitv) ami no "exchnmre" came t-. mv table 
that was more ca«jerlv awaited end ■OUgfal 

for than the Blue ftreei Blade. T may tey, 

on passant, that for for<v ye s I have 
been entagad in pub'ishimr and minting 
liberal literature, among other- l'"- follow 

Inc lournalej The "Woman '< ldvoeate, M 

Da vt on. Ohio, f devoted to "Woman's 

Mffaneinetion Prom reli&ione. -octal. noHt« 
leal end moral •levery." "The Wne 

♦ eontii Century" (1870) a radical reform 
kmrnel that 11 ripped the lc'oits ami 
newe" out of the "temolei r»f <"t> r-ti 

♦ ion." known as churches. The Chicago 
tedder. <he only paner mrvivine H*e terri 
hie con narration of 1871. and for three 
davs the onlv newspaper in thai great eitv. 

Tb" Pneine Mberel. Ran Francisco, Cnl . 

in "|87V7fi. than which no more advanced 
iourna' ■long the lines of radical free 
thoen-ht was ever h U0JW II en Pacific 

>et, tMm d Af. Rennett'f "fluaeu. Tn- 

fideis. and TMnkere " vol. i (1§7R1 i>. 1027 

»nd Sammd Pnfuam't "Fo-r ITondr d 
veern of fr ethonght." no 7<»1 t > I e/ei 
the California ro pr e e entative of the Lib 

eral League when that body was born, and 



am a member still, its successor being the 

Secular Union ami Kreet bought Federa- 
tion. "The Mission Mirror." "The 
American Patriot." and others followed, 
and in 1 S<»."> 1 began ind published for two 
years here in Washington. The United 
American, specifically devoted to the earn- 
ing of the political encroachment of that 

preeteet of all the foee of the republic. 

potitieal Romanism. Bo you see. I am a 
veteran in the army of FreetttOUgbt in 
America, and hence may be pardoned for 
tail egotistic reference to myself. It is. of 
course. Intended more particularly for the 
•yej Of the Blade's younger readers. I, ; ,sr 
Thursday I celebrated the 70th MIldveMaiy 
of my birth. Of course, too. like the re- 
form workers, my life-work has left me a 
poor man, h'nanciallv. but rich in the un- 
bounded satisfaction of having contributed 
what I could to the emancipation of man- 
kind from the thraldom of reliirious super- 
stition—the one great curse of the earth! 

The old Boston Investigator has done its 
pood work and passed away. So have doz- 
ens of others, all along the past, but the 
Truthseeker and the Blue Grass Blade, and 
a few "lesser lights" remain to hammer 
away at the "dragon of death" — Relicrion. 
T feel thankful for all this, and can see 
hope for the future. Everywhere the dark- 
ness of superstition is lleeimr away, and the 
rainbow of hope spans in splendor the 
heavens so long darkened by the infernal- 
ism of ecclesiastieism. Your editorials are 
splendid, and your recent 'work in Ohio 
will. I am sure, produce good results. I 
used to enjoy Airs. Henry's writing! in 
the Blade under the Moore management! 
and love them still. So Frantz. and Wat- 
son, and Roberts, and Northrup. and Dr. 
Bowles, and Jeffries and the rest- all write 
well. But the "noblest of them all" is 
Judge P. B. Padd. of California. 0. for a 
few im-re such scholarly, erudite writers' 
Religion '■ rotten remains would s en 
emmble into dust. And of Dr. Tfansman 
well, as lomj as he confined himself to tlm 
scientific. biologic ann » ethnologic phas.s of 
his subject, he did well: but with Ml defi- 
nition* of political economv end Indnetrlel 

n an. many of us must difT r. However. T 
ean overlook his efforts to demolish the 
•'•eories ef my old personal friend 

"Herrv" Heorae, ami his teeming prefer- 
ence of Gormen ever Ameriean natriotiem, 
b -cause of the iledge^hejnmer blows (he 
doefor givei ehnrehianity end religion, 
\ word more, as to nraaniiaHon, and T 

will e'«»se this alreadv too long letter. I 
(Continued on page IS.) 
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BLUE GRASS BLADE. Giving a brief summary of the letters received we find 

Published weekly, at Lexington. Ky. that the lM whose letters have heeii published, and we will 

Founded by Charts. Qlsl^ss^^Wts and edited by him until hit ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ print? f ftT0V tno 

- . ' ■ — (organization and will become members thereof, provided it 

james e. hughes, Publisher and Manager |g ma( j ( , tt Froethought organization pure and simple. Five 

john r. CH i ^ R t L " w °^ t j >n# * " ' ^m^on K y ""^ of these have declared in favor of St. Louis as the place of 

p. o. Box 191 meeting, with three in favor of Cincinnati, and two in 

subscription rates. frtVor of Cleveland Kleven are indifferent. This leaves 

wy mail, postpaid U Jt ,p«r year in advance St ] on j s w j t ], t j l( . \ llYl r vr nU ml>er. Later expressions may 

Five new yearly subscribers at one remittance. IMS each. ^ *~ " 

Five trial eubaorlptlona aent In with one remittance, for alx change the al>ove figures. As to the date it Will be seen that 

wi!&mm^5SuSS^l po-tpaw 1 " S°(!o th per year fchfl larger number favor the last week in October, but the 

Fw *" > *" *° 91 ° n *' P °* „ — — ; BUdfl would advise that we t)e not too hasty in calling the 

advertising rates, mating. Let us first determine upon whom and upon 

One Inch, single column. 1 Insertion. N cente; one month, or four B r 

Inaertiona. Hie; alx montha S6.0«; one year $8 Oo. w } iaf WP ( .. m ,l<.pc n d, im d then go ahead With the movement. 

Quarter column, elnfle. 1 Insertion. $1 00; one month. 14.00, six * # m 
months uooo; one year, wo.oo. . - In auv event it should l>e held in time to prevent any inter- 
Half column, whole column, or larger advertlaementa at epeciai s~ ¥ 

^^The^pu relish er has the risjht to reject any and all 

advertiaemente ferencc with the business arrangements of our friends, for 

offered. SMllM . ;in . nngegnfl i n a line of business that is depending 

general business rules. upon the trade of the coming holidavs, so that in any event 

AM. R''R8CniPT10N8 to the Blade will be discontinued at the 1 . . , - *m 

expiration of the term for which the eubecrlptlon has been paid it should Hot be held later than the middle Ot .November, 

up In advance. The addreaa slip on the paper will show sub- . 

errlbere the date of expiration of eubecrlptlon. Back numbers | n ,, nr n ,. X f , ssU( . W c h;, V c more definite information to give, 

er numbera omitted will be sent, if asked for upon renewal li 

rase of discintinuanee and we trust that our friends will hold themselves in readi- 

RHOTiLD ANT srFSCRIUER chance his or her addreaa. advlae thl # , 

efflre. »1Mn f both old and new addreaa. as desired ness for the proposed gathering. 

TfV s$jpyK^ nfffl ffir^ 1 ^ From the axpt^SsioOS and sentiments given we may safely 

-..,-*«?^-.*. h ** l ? y ^ W *! CO »Tr r>~-~m~- i^»i«»*«n - - - ■ ■ conclude that when anv number of i»eople demand a certain 

THF PL.ADE Is enterd at the Postofflce at Islington, Keniucay. as i r 

L Jgg**!? !^SSJ!SS!ir^m to thf mine orabs bladr movement, it will be undertaken. We may strive in vain 

ADHRESP AM, COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BLUE GRASS BLADE. ' 

p o. Bex itt. Lexington. Ky. to start I bunch of eattle on I stampede, but if they take a 

9 notion to stampede OB their own account, we tind our own 

X E W ORGANIZATION CERTAIN, powers helpless to prevent them. Apply this homely simile 

to the present situation. American Freethinkers demand 

Hm overwhelming tnd unanimous tentitnenf alread/ an organization. Tbej have come to the eonclusion that an 

expressed as in favor of a new national organization of orgattieateOII si »ot only proper but altogether necessary. 

American Freethinkers should be sufficient to remove all If they will but follow this up by making the organization 

doubt I fact, then self-interest, no matter the source, will be pow- 

Al I remit of the voluminous correspondence we have erless to prevent it. Once sueeesssf ully organized, they will 

received <>n this lubjeet, the responses made and the nature ocmetitute i power in the republics for good Such an 

of those responses, together with the glad and universal organization will be I constant eheek to the pernicious 

acclaim with which the proposition ha- been received, im- influences of ecclesiasticism, and by a system of education 

pel> u- t«. the conclusion — in propaganda, it will do much to counteract the false sys- 

1. Thai the proposed meeting will In* held. ferns now being taught by the church institutions. 

1. That it will probably be held in St. Louis, SI the freethinkers who can are urged to attend the meeting, 

larger number htve SO far spoken in favor of that city. Come well prepared with su gg est i o n ! and practical advice 

The date 1* yd undetermined. as to the detail of the organization, both as to structure and 

We have SO far published twenty-one letters. All favor propaganda. Importance will attach to its principles, its 

the organisation and none have spoken against We hare system of acquiring membership, eligibility for meinber- 

KftOre than that number I D hand awaiting publication). The ship, its financing, the number and duties of its officers, and 
latter, without a solitary exception, speak to the same en<l. its method of propaganda, including the character of pro- 
Tbe majority will not be able to attend the meeting, but a paganda in which it is to indulge. Kxceeding great care 
sufficient number <>f capable and earnest workers in the must be exercised in these matters lest we fall into the same 
cause will be on hand to advise and suggest, in the forma- groove, or channel, that has brought ruin and disaster to 
t ion rjf its principles and its method of organization ami previous efforts of this kind. The outline we have already 
propaganda* This WOldd appear to insure success at the furnished will be food for thought. Taking these as a base 
very outset, and the only practical thing remaining is the for our operations we can formulate an acceptable plat- 
organization Ltoelf. form and win to our cause many of the thousands who are 
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outside the church and its ramifications. We must he care- 
ful to avoid burdening the organization with isms that arc 
foreign to the purposes and objects of an organization of 
Freethinkers. Gathering Information from past experience, 
we are in a position to-day to know what fa) adopt and 
what to avoid. 

In any event wo should not, he too hasty. There is no 
need for any particular hurry. We can take our own time 
and think over the subjects to be eonsidered and dealt with. 
Our minds will then he fully prepared for the important 
step we are about to take. Let this organization once get 
fairly launched and it must know no such tiling as failure. 
There is plenty of work before it. It will need those who 
are capable of leading, and leading right, and it will need 
those who arc willing to work and to help. Its member- 
ship ought to include many thousands, which can be won, 
if we but do our duty. 

Let every earnest Freethinker, whose heart is in the right 
place, and who loves humanity, res< l\e to he with us, to work 
with us, and to stay with us always. 

More definite information regarding the matting will be 
given in our next issue. 



"Faith of the Unchurched," wherein the prevailing ortho- 



OX THE FIRING LINK. 



The battering rams of lof V and the ballistSI of reason 
are again hammering at the decaying bulwarks of the 
Orthodox Christian faith, and it is an indisputable fact that 
it will not he much longer able to withstand these con- 
tinued assaults. 

Nor are these attacks the result of any concerted plan of 
action, for they emanate from entirely different source-, 
having their origin and finding their strength in the innu- 
merable observations, independently taken, of human 
society as it is to-day ami contrasting them with the con 
ditions of human society as they were in the past. These 
observations have led to the intelligent conclusion that just 
in proportion as myth, miracle, beliefs in gods, blood atone- 
ments, ami crucified saviors lose their hold upon the people 
Of any country, social improvements set in and a compara- 
tive peace prevails. Hut so long as religion, with its dogmas 
ami doubt, can exert, amy influence whatever upon the pub- 
lic mind, social degradation ensues and communities ire 
fraught with dissensions arising from most trivial causes. 

We have made an extended comment upon the work of 

Harold Boke in the Cosmopolitan Magazine, ami in those 

comments we have hinted that other writers of equal force 
and Oth*f magazines are taking up the same line of work, 

until lo-day it would he considered as something out of the 

ordinary and unusual if a magazine of any importance 
should omit the publication of an article l>earing upon these 
i>sues. The American Magazine, of the Septemher IsSUC, 
contains a strong article by Kay Stannard Maker upon the 



dox system of reli 



AOCOrded a serious 



iiaulimr. 



While not so itrong <>r forceful as the work of Harold 
Boke, the article in question a direct SSSSUlt upon fa 
Integrity and purpose of the churchmen, their lack of toler- 
ati n toward those of a different faith, or of no religious 
faith, and as these kind of articles are multiplying at a 
rapid rate, they are bound t«> create both Suspicion and 
doubt in the public mind. 

Side by side with oritieisnil of tMf character 0HC may per- 
ceive in the columns of the secular press a growing tendencv 
to discuss matters of religious belief, and disbelief, with 
gre at e r freedom than they did a few \ears ago. Many of 
the latter, in order to curry favor with the orthodox ele- 
ment of human s.K-iety, -fill declaim in favor of the old 
superstition, but the majority do Dot hesitate to furnish 
facts with able comments upon the situation. Thinking 
people will welcome these 1 iberal i/.i ng tendencies. They 
demonstrate that the serpents of supcfstition can no longer 
coil shout and crush the Independent thinker, but that 
natural facts alone are in public demand. Priestly mis- 
representation will not be accepted as infallible finalities. 
The ancient sacrednCSS SCCOfded to the church d«>cs not tigure 
in present method- and modes of thought Age is not per- 
mited to give irrevocable sanction to practices inculcated hv 
a savage and barbaric past Tradition is not now accepted 
as historical fact. Earth il co n ceded to contain more ^f 
promise than any fancied heaven. Men have risen superior 

to gods. Men hare soeomplished what gods were unable to 

do. The day of mental liberty is upon OS, and in this 
groat achievement the glorious army of liberty's advocates 
find the fruition of their years of patient toil and sacritice. 

Accepted statistics demonstrate that tin* church is not 

keeping pace with the growth of population. This would 

suggest, beyond the possibility of doubt, that the church is 

losing ground. The cause of this is not that the church '.s 
getting away from the people, as some writers seem to 
imagine, but that the people are drawing away from the 
church. Kvery year records the building of new churches 
at great OOSt, but the congregations are growing thinner. 
Remaining members, who may really try to be honest in 
their heliefs and pretensions concer n ing the orthodox faith, 

experience innumerable doubts which induce serious ques- 
tionings. The doubts increase and faith becomes Weakened 

Everywhere are abundant signs of Intellectual progress, 

ami the more widespread and the higher our methods of 
education become, religious weakening grows more and more 
manifest. 

The soldiers in liberty's army draw nearer the firing line 
every day. And almost every day witnesses | volley of 
unanswerable argument hurled at the orthodox foe, The 
hitter i- unable to reply in kind, and the best they can do 
is to utter a feeble protest and beg for the privilege of .1 
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truer. But liberty knows no truer and will agree to none 
with the forces of reaction end stagnation. Onward, f<>r- 
vrard, i- made the battle cry and the day of orthodox dismay 

11 nigh. 

THE CHUBCH HAS CEASED TO GROW. 

Although ehureh itatiatiei are, ai I rule, exceedingly 
unreliable, we may lafely infer thai no net or denomination 
will fnrniih figurei t<> the census taken that aw over 
wbelmingly againal their own interests, bnt will strive at all 

times to make flic l»c*st pnssihlc appearance and indicate I 

lectarian growth in eommon with other and oppoaing lecta, 
and iu due proportion thereto. 

Every few yean the several denominations furnish eati 
mates of their strength, which include membership, church 
buildings and the number <d' preachers employed One ol 
these o mbined estimates, which includes all sects, has just 
been sent out by the census bureau, labeled as s "census oi 
religious bodies," but inasmuch as the figures given had 
to be taken from the leaden of the vafi us religious bodies 
ami were not secured upon direct and positive information, 
due allowance must be made for the many extravagant . 
claims by denominations and the evident desire to appear 
a> numerically strong as possible. Practically speaking, 
there is but s trifling departure from the <>M methods 
appearing in the new bulletin and the figures do not apjieer 
favorable to modern Christianity. 

From 'the bulletin are timl that the total church member- 
ship of the United States, in the year 1906, amounted to 
32,986,446, or appradmately 88,000,060. Considering the 
faet that the population is now nearly 00,000,000, and 
accepting the estimate as appr ximately correct, we observe 
that 50,000,000 in America are not church-goers, <»r mem- 
ben of churches, leaving the Christian superstition in i 
decided minority. This ought to suggest to the faithful 
the necessity ol missionary work at borne and lo-s attention 
to proselyting abroad One of the most potent causes of 
this disparity b e t wee n population and ehureh membership 
is to l>e found in modern method- of education and the 
growth ol the higher educational systems now in vogue in 
the public school.-. Faith ran not exist side by side with 
practical knowledge. Education submits all questions to 

the mind upon Scientific method-. The reasoning and think 
Ing faculties are thereby Stimulated and the educated, the 
really educated, 8ttd little favor for >uperstitious creeds. 

We do not imply that all educated men and women are out- 
side of the church, hut we do insist that the majority of 
them are. Many who are educated -till prefer to helieve 
because it pays them well to make such a pretension, or 

profession, hut bj far the great majority of ehureh mem 

ben have never heen brought in contact with the higher 
education; they do not want it, and prefer to remain in 



their present mental rut and helieve, than to receive a 
higher education which would lead them into disl>elief. 

But with the coming generations things will he different. 
It will he impossible t<> thrust church creeds and beliefs 
upon future generations and the figures now before us 

clearly indicate that the tide has set in againal the church. 

One peculiar feature appearing from the statistics now 
furnished is, that while they >ho\v a genera] stagnation of 

ehureh activity, the Roman Catholic church i- accredited 

with an enormous increase. This would suggest, and must 
suggest) that Protestant denominations are constantly los- 
ing -round. It is given out that the Catholic and Protestant 
organisations in American show the following numbers: 

Protestants 20,287,742 

Catholic IS,0W,148 



Total 88,866,884 

These figures, taken from the bulletin, >h<»w :><;<>,;>«; l 

]c>s than its original total estimate, although there is an 
intimation this margin represents a membership in and 

belonging to some other so-called religious bodies, and 
admiting this as true, Christianity has no right to claim 

them. 

One of our readers expresses unneces sar y alarm hecausc 

of the rapid growth of Catholicism. While it mav he true 

that the Catholic organization can boast a larger increase 

than it> Protestant relatives, that increase Comes n«»t from 
within hut from without. It i- due almoat sofeljf to immi- 
gration. Thousands <d* ignorant foreigners still flock to our 
shores. The majority of these OOme from Spain, Italy, 
Ireland ami other strongholds of Catholicism. These were 

Catholics before coming to America, and the vast majority 

remain Catholic after they get here. Hence, while the 

Catholic ehureh shows an increase of memberahipjn Amer- 
ica, it must show a corresponding decline in other countries 

and can not he regarded as a healthy growth of that institu- 
tion. Whatever dangers may e\i-t, SO far as America is 

concerned, from Roman Catholicism, li«*s in the number 

of votes it can di-po-o of in a given political contest, and as 
I consideration therefor demands political concessions in its 

own behalf. Even the very bulletin we are now considering 

betray the ear-marks of the priesthood and an inclination 
to make the Catholic church appear in the best possible 
light, compared with other Christian denominations. 

But what can Freethinkers detect in the figures given | 
Simply that a vast population of more than 50,000,000 is 
in America, .utside of the church, awaiting for sin effective 
propaganda OH our part to make them opponents of the 

church, instead of indifferent and passive individuals. 
Here we have a va-t field for our operations, Xo stronger 

argument could he made in favorof the proposition to organ- 
ic and get down to rral and effective work. As we have 
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said, the harvest is here for our reaping, and what shall 
we do with it I 



GENESIS X() LONGER BELIEVED. 

"I glieSS nobodj takes the opening chapters of (ieuesis 
literallv these davs," savs Kev. T. S. McWilliains, peitOff 
of the Calvary Preshx terian clmrcli at ( 'levelaml, Ohio, 
hut in the utterance of that simple truth the reverend gen- 
tleman undermined the authenticity and alleged inspira- 
tional truth of the entire hook. 

When one minister can, with impunity, question the 
veracity and literal truth of any part or portion of what 
they tie pleased to term "holy scripture," then the MUM 
right must he conceded to any other person to question and 
reject any other part or portion. Nor is this privilege 
accorded to the clergy alone, for in its very nature it is a 
right common to all humanity. The only method hv which 
any man or woman can obtain a correct idea of the teach- 
ings and character of the Bihlo is to read and investigate 

it for themselves. Granting this right then it exists as to 

any chapter and hook. It can not he Baited to one portion 
and denied as to another. Exceeding few people take 
Geaesil literally in these days and there are increasing num- 
hers who reject the doctrinal new testament M well as the 
allegorical old testament. 

When the contents of any l»ook is found to he at variance 
with known truth, our clear duty is to turn to the truth 
and eease to regard the hook as final and authoritative. 
Any institution that is huilt upon a hook must fall with the 
l>ook. All hooks are of human origin. They simply record 
the ideas and beliefs of the writer, when other than history 
is given. In the latter instance we find many histories 
tinctured with individual opinion in the relation of a sup 
posed fact, which impairs the value of the hook and reuder- 
its narrative* almost useless as a guide to the student. 

BjJT throwing overheard the "opening chapter- of (o ne 
si>," this particular clergyman has undermined the entire 
fahric of Christianity, His statement came in an expres- 
sion of approbation of the ordination of George A. Pitch, 
by the New York Presbytery, after he had refused to 
express a belief in the virgin birth and had uttered his 
doubts shout the historical identity of Adam and Kve. As 
the garden of Eden story is the whole foundation upon 
which the structure of the Christian superstition was huilt, 
it would follow that when the foundation is removed the 
structure must fall. If Adam and Kve had no historical 
identity, then Adam did not fall. Tf there was HO fall, the 
Christian scheme of redemption must be a huge fake. If 
the sceheme of redemption is a fake, there can he no neces- 
sity for a redeemer. This is the end of the Christian re- 
ligion. Crucified saviors are abolished. Resurrection ami 

ascensions become figments of the imagination. Divine 
mediators with a lUppOSed creative deity are thus placed 



on the shelf of antiquity. So believing, as Rev. McWilliams 
leads his readers to believe, common honesty would compel 
him to relinquish the advocacy of a superstition that can 
do humanity not the slightest good. 

Tt is no argument to say that the Christian religion 
may he wrong, but it is a beautiful belief and ought t<> he 
sustained. There is no beauty in a lie. There i- no beauty 
in deception, and when that deception is the result of inten- 
tion, purposs and premeditation, the injury i- magnified n 
thousandfold. Truth alone is beautiful Only truth i^ 

deserving and worthy. Only truth i- capahle of loading 
humanity to higher and nobler conceptions of life and 
duties. Religious error Luc leases the burden and wear- out 
the traveler before hil time. It i< a prie-tl v parasite with- 
out a single excuse for its existence. 

( Continued criticism! of the Bible, such as the one we have 

quoted and discussed, will he hound to result in overwhelm- 
ing disaster far the Christian church. This may not he 
intended <>r desired by those making use of them, hut the 
lesull will he the same. It may not come this week or next, 
but it will come, and little by little the preacher- are aiding, 
unconsciously, perhaps, in the work. 



Since our former announcement that we would -end sam- 
ple copies free for one month to name- and sddrcssoi 
furnished us by Blade readers, we have received leveral 
lists and much good has been done. Our friends an- in a 

much better position to know people in their own vicinity 
of liberal tendencies than we are, and a few minutes work 
in the preparation of a li>t of their names, will not take 
much effort on your part, and it will help the Blade t<» get 

into many more homes. This offer ii permanent It i- 
made with a view of getting mere people Interested in the 

Blade and the MUSS it advocates. ThoSS srho have not yet 
-cut in a li-t are BOH DXged t" do 10, and our circulation 

will probably be largely Increased a- a result 

A LAST APPEAL. 

Before soother issot si the Blads rea s hss its patrons, many 

Of thru, ihottld OS t heir way to ColttmboS to attend thS run 

rention ot the Bneksys Seealar Union. Dele, September II. 
There is ;> •» Iter nroepeej for ;> food attendanes than sver before. 

The program promises many *rmul things, ami there i- no reason 
whs the social foatares should not he a snores of a loflf list 

of pleasant memories. 

There M ..eat tern,,,,! in * ' l he spiritual world." Tim hrain* 
of the country an' Spa rin g OWP way. Let us gel together ami 
prove that the Huckeye Secular I'nion is a haven worthy of their 

ssse ptsn e s . 

Willi hut two objsetS, fis: "To SipOSS thS fallacies of -o 

sailed revealed religion, ami to oppoet ths union of enures ami 

-laic" ami will, the scope of its work limited to ">uch dis- 

enssions sad iestarss ami the distribution of such literature 

as will tend to the furtherance of the above-mentioned ..hjects;" 
there i- 110 reason why every advocate of religions l'Ycct houu'ht 
should not join in an effort to make tin' next convention of the 
as-ociatmn a luilliant success. LOU LAWRENCE, 

Secretary & S. 1. 
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TO LECTURE IX THE WEST. 

Beginning about the middle of November next, the Editor 
ol the Hade will undertake s lecture tour of 
one month <»r iii wo e hi in Illinois, [owe, Missouri, 
Kansas end Oklahoma, calling in Indiana on the 

return journey. To make a traverse of die States 
named <mr appointment! must necessarily he few, and 

friends desiring lectures are requested to oommtmieate with 
the editor, at onee } oonderning dates, subjects, ete. Pro- 
vided the new organisation, as proposed, comes into exist- 
ence, by that time, we also pfopOSS to lav it and its princi- 

pies before the people and embark in what might be called 
;i regular campaign tor Freethought To make this trip a 

lUeoesi dates must be completed as early as possible and for 

this reason an early correspondence is solicited. 

It has been a long time since a Freethought lecturer has 
been heard in the territory named. The clergy \\hyp Wn 
having thing! pretty much their own way. The people have 

been prevented from hearing die other side and their minds 

tilled with prejudice instead of furnishing them with an 
Opportunity to form an independent and personal Opinion. 
To make these lectures successful we must depend on our 
friend-. Come, let us reas SJ together and start the Free 

thought ball rolling once mor 



EDITORIAL POTPOUSL 



By the time thk KsSBS <»t* tht Mads is in the hamU sf a larg,' 
number of its leaders, the Buckeye Secular Union Convention 

wiii.be in issskm; will bars met. sdjourned and Indulged in the 

wholesome pjood cheer SUSS fSthsringS brin^ to those who are 

fortanati enousjs to attend, rinniais t s n flsi , not altogether un- 
foreseen, have prevented the Blade's editor from attending i'. 
Bsalilingj however, the unselfish and patriotic motives that ani- 
mate Slid BOYS the hearts and minds of its officers Bttd SSBftlhon, 
we speak Cor it an unparalleled sun-ess and express the hope 
that it will he able to extend its work. 



We wish t«» gef our readers interested in a eampaiirn for new 
■abstrissri to the Blade. The fall months are rapidly approach- 
mil: and we are anxious to pet the Blade into more luuds. If 
our friends will hut put their shoulders to the wheel ftflf c : rcula- 
tion BOVJd be doubled in thirty days, hi order to do what we 
ran to reaeh the desired end, new subscript ions will be received 
at the rate of one dollar each, with the understandimr that re- 
newals remain at the regular price. The Blade being " weekly 
paper this means fifty-two papers for <>ne dollar, less Ihan t*0 
cents each. Now, then, is the accepted time to pet busy. 



Kver since tlm priesthood invented heaven and hell they Inn v 
been unexcelled money makers and not one of them can describe 
their location by metes and bounds. In spite of almost infinite 
inquiry at Sybil caves, the patient poring- over hao-arMculate 
prophecies, these still hover indefinite in the jrreat inane, mere 

drifting Mas which no scientific Jupiter can fix with latitude 
ami longitude. 

While Dr. Cook has been able to reach a poinl on the earth's 
surface where all about him, in every direction he looked, was 



south; and while he may be able to contribute valuable acquisi- 
tions to science: and should the new territory bsldUg to the 
T. S. we will (fa our share to anyone who is willing to pay the 
taxes. 



Theology reduces the mind t<» a mere machine which grinds no 
-list lor the hungry multitude; and theologians strive painfully 
lo blast the fruitful flf tree in humanity's vineyard. 



Gfodl coiiie and «rods gOj but only the Man in the Moon remains 
to l<«»k in silent and serene majesty upon the ruined altars of 
human love ami the deserted fanes of human hope, blasted by 

the slithering t o n es of sup erst ition *■ Bsshless finders. 



Rev. T. h\ Court ice, of where we know not, in a two-column 
article publish in the Little Valley (N. Y.) Hub, undertakes to 
prove the SSersdneSI and duty of Sabbath observance from bible 
authority. His first fround is that god is recorded as having 
rested from his arduous toil of world making on what is some- 
times designated as the "eseventh day" and sometimes as the 
"seventh period;" Sgsin on the alleged life of Jesus, and third 
from the so-called "Apostolic life. 99 Like the Frenchman and 
his rabbit. Rev. Court ice must first catch his god find prove him, 
thus endeth the first lesson. Tn the next place there was no 
actual "life of Jesus" and, therefore, his second argument falls. 
Lastly, as the "apostolic life" is now regarded by all intelligent 
bcinps as a monstrous sacerdotal fake, his entire "authority" 
lacks even plausibility, and his effort is reduced to a mere waste 
of words. 



Most Christies believers Imagine themselves rich in heavenly 
l»i< ^in L r Sf ml ffosa what they h ive earned and stored up, but by 
merely OOUnttng over the riches and idle indolence of others. 



'Recent church statistics show that the proportion of women 
members far exceed that of men. Doubtless these females expect 
that in the hereafter they will become angels with two pair of 
reversible wittgS and be jriven st rips off the aurora borealis for a 
hat ribbo i. 



Could Jehovah but have foreseen the mental caliber and make- 
up of his devoted followers at the beginning of the twentieth 
century, he would never have given old Noah a hint to <*et in out 
of the wet. 

The Blade wishes to see more women wilh the moral SOUragS 
to cast aside sii|>crst it ion 's yoke; it wants to see mothers who 
would rather be qnssns of their homes than the favorites of 
fashionable society; it wants to see more real men and fewer 
dudes. 



The hope of the future lies in the union of all the mighty 
forces that make for progress, the real emancipation of man- 
kind. This means a union of practical philosophy and sound 
■slshSSi a BUioU of reasoning, thinking, intelligent men and 



Preachers make the mistake of asserting that whatever pleases 
the people, unless sanctioned by themselves, originated in pcrdi- 
turn. As the whole is greater than a part, so is it wiser. Piety 
becomes the most offensive when it insists upon preventing other 
peojnee from enjoying themselves. 
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(Continued from page 7.) 
THEY ALL FAVOR ORGANIZATION. 

regard organizations as the soul of suc- 
cess in any earthly undertaking, and the 
lack of it as certain failure. Organization 
is all that Freethought (or Secularism, as 
J prefer to term our work) has ever 
wanted. The reason, too, is plainly to be 
seen. The Bimi who let one or a few do 
their thinking for them, are easily organ- 
ize!, because, having no minds of their 
DWn, they readily follow any ••bell-wether" 
that essays to lead them. The freethinker 
likes to think ami act for himself. Vet, 
Rationalists should get together, determine 
u|N.n a set of general, broad principle* that 
all can approve, as we do in the matter 

of our country's Constitution, and then 
work along local line*, as in our states, for 
detail work. Issue a new anti-ecclesiastical 
Declaration of Independence- that gotten 
up by Harold Banning is just the thing 
and adopt this general motto as the slogan 
of our party: ''In the thorough ami com- 
plete secularization of the state alone lie* 
the hope of the republic." It we do this, 
a new American politic*] party so im- 
peratively necessary at this time — will 
tventually be built up upon it; and by get- 
ting rid of religion in state affairs and 
forbid all appropriations and support of 
the churches from the go\ eminent, the re- 
ligious monster will |>erish from its own 
innate rottenness. In this way alone ran 
we overthrow the religious conspiracy 
against human libcrtv. 

ANDREW JACKSON BOYKR. 
Washington, D. C. 



Substitute for the Church. 

NOSOB, VA.— No doubt after a still- 
MH of I VI Of six years you will be a little 
surprised in receiving (his. But when I tell 
you that I have been dead or supposed to 
have been dead to the moral interest of 
mankind for some time and give you my 
reasons tor same possibly you will overlook 
my indifference. 

On several occasions, as I have journeyed 
through life and came in contact with the 
superstition, ignorance, inability to reason, 
and the persistent st ubbornncss towards 
common sense and true logic in my fellow 
man. I have become so disgusted that I 
have said the whole shooting match could 
go to II and stay there so far as I 
was concern, d. But as I journey along I 
timl it Inpottibli to maintain my j>osition 
and be true to my convictions Hence this 
letter. 

Some twenty five or thirty years a#o I 
had impressed on me the plan and working 
for a church of truth, which I suggested to 
our departed Bro. < '. <\ Moore. MM ten 
or twelve years ago which he, at the time, 



in a personal letter approved, but crit; 
in the Blade. 

Now, what 1 want to say is this: 'xviat I 
believe the time has boen^ripe lor some 
time for such a church; ajdiurch wherein 
people are taught how tcftve better and 
liappier lues, where you ^Puld not change 
the nature of mankind stFinuch, but where 
conditions would be changed to make the 
rising generation a better and happier peo- 
ple. I can better illustrate what 1 mean 
by giving you a little history of my own 
life and that of my family: When my 
daughter, who is now twenty-two years of 
age, was a little girl 1 used to move quite 
a little, principally to keep from paying 
rent. The first thing 1 did after unloading 
at our humble, abode 1 would send the 
teamster to the rivt r after a load of sand 
and dump it in the back yard for the little 
girl to play in. Then after I had set up 
the stove and the neighbors had brought 
m a lew things and my gm>d wife had pre- 
pared a meal we would call the little girl. 
Instead of coming in all covered with dirt 
she would come covered with clean bright 
sand, she would give her skirts a little 
shake and her mother would brush her hair 
and there she stood as bright and clean as 
a new dollar. Now I take the position it 
we want people to quit playing in the dirt 
we nn*t give them a sand pile and this is 
what I believe my church of truth will 
accomplish. 

I write this to you, knowing you are in 
touch with the feeling of Freet hinkers ami 
if in your judgment the time is ripe I 
would like to give my plan to some one 
who has the education and ability to organ- 
ize or found same. I am aware lis only 
a step from the sublime to the ridiculous 
and my idea may only be the fanatical 
workings of a cranks' brain, inasmuch |i 
my plan is as foreign to anything 1 have 
ever seen or read in the church line as the 
workings of Free Masonry is to the actions 
of a Catholic nun. 

Inclostd please lind check for which 
please send me the Blade as I feel lone- 
some out of the ranks. 

Yours fraternally, 

B.O. NICHOLS* 



A TRIP TO 



Will Try to Be There. 

national MILITARY HOME, 0.- 

1 say, by all means let the Liberals organ- 
ize. I will be with them in any effort to 
that end. I think your plan a splendid one 
and it ought to be adopted. I know sev- 
eral Liberals here, with whom I have talk- 
ed, and all are in favor of organization. 
1 am sick in the hospital at present, but 
hope to be able to meet with you at Co- 
lumbus on Sept. 12. Yours for organiza- 
tion.-.IOKL If. BERRY. 



(By B. 0. Fenton.) 

"Reforms are wrought by those who are 
in earnest." -Conway. 

This valuable acquisition to Freethoiigl.t 
literature has been tendered to me for 
perusal, and so eager was I to familiarize 
myself relative to the work of the Free 
tin. ught Con g T — 1, I turned to the index, 
ami. finding that it began on page 142, I 
proceeded at that point. 

It is one of the most interesting descrip- 
tions of a great and worthy assemblage 
that 1 have ever hau the pleasure of read- 
in- It unmistakably demonstrates that 
the blood of Italian patriotism is fully 
aroused in defense of Liberty ami that 
Canbahli, and others, did not live and 
work in vain. In all ages the rights ani 
lib it ics of man were trod beneath the 
feet Of priests and kings, but through and 
by the efforts of the few. their |>ower has 
been torn asunder. ( 

The great and enthusiastic denionst rat ions 
made during the march to the monuments 
of Bruno and Oaribaldi, should be given a 
careful reading by all intelligent people. 
The greatest man that lived, to my mind, 
llaeckel, gave his distinguished presence 
to encourage that fTtftl and fitting Con- 
gress of Freethinkers, at Rome, and while 
many other distinguished men of different 
nations were there and poured forth their 
•loon nee, llaeckel was the capstone " of 
them all. 

There are many valuable details of his- 
tory, ami other events, other than those of 
the Congress, given in this book. These 
will be found of great interest to all who 
are not conversant with them. 1 might say. 
How long. Oh. how long, will man bend the 
knee and pray to an unknowable god and 
a mythical Christ ami support an anathe- 
matizing priesthood, which ha\e consti- 
tuted the greatest curse to humanity in all 
the ages past ami present P While those 
who have labored to broaden ami expand 
the intellectual horizon of man, from 
Copernicus to Ingersoll, have been accord- 
ed the jeers and sneers of des|K>ts. 

Tin- author. Dr. .!. B. Wilson, has 
brought his name among the imperishable 
of earth by his recording of these interest 
ing details of a great and noble work, and 
no Freethinker can afford to live and die 
without reading "A Trip to I 

Chardon, Ohio. 



Men do less than they .night unless they 
do all they can. - Carlyle. 



Sloth (like rust) consumes faster than 
labor wears; the used key is always bright. 

Franklin* 

lie bears misery best who hides it most 
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—Of an Old ami almost forgotten science, 
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The Century Dictionary thus defines 
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Evolution, especially in the human race, 
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tions of th« sexes." 

Its central thought is freedom of M«»tli 
erhood, the Self-Ownership of Woman in 
the Koalm of Sex and Reproduction— in- 
telligent and responsible Parenthood. 

This much neglected, this tabooed, dis- 
ffaatdj and almost unknown science was 
named ' 1 Eugenics by Francis (ialton, a 
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Charles Darwin and now, both in England 
and in Continental Europe, is beginning 
to receive the attention its importance 



The American .Journal of Eugenics is 
now in its 30th year of publication, sus- 
tained by a long list of able and well- 
known contributors, women and men of 
national and international reputation; it is 
now published bi-monthly— standard mag- 
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H a year postpaid; single copy, 15c. 
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numbers, less than a year old, also a copy 
of the booklet, " Institutional Marriage," 
a lecture by the editor — all for 25c in 
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lisher, Moses Harman, with lists and 
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lam Ave, Los Angeles, Calif. 
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